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World Maritime Day - A reality check for all Australians 

 
Today is United Nations World Maritime Day, a day when the global community takes time 
to recognise and celebrate the essential contribution of the maritime industry to the 
world’s development and prosperity.  After all, if Ferdinand Magellan hadn’t sailed around 
it, there would still be many arguing that the world is flat!   
 
From the earliest migration of ancient tribes, through the voyages of discovery led by 
Vasco da Gama, the spice trade and the rush for resources following the industrial 
revolution, the maritime industry has been the essential enabler for global commerce.   
 
“Australia’s prosperity is entirely dependent on the sea,” Shipping Australia CEO, Rod Nairn 
said. “In Australia, the maritime industry is our economic lifeblood: over 99 per cent of our 
international trade by volume, goes by sea, that’s close to $420bn in trade; there are more 
than 32,000 port calls in around 13,000 voyages by nearly 5,000 commercial ships plying 
Australia’s waters each year. These ships are taking our products to customers, earning our 
national revenue and bringing us food and consumer goods we demand for our daily 
lives.  On top of that, there are the fishing and aquaculture industries, the offshore oil and 
gas sector, tourism and recreation through our reefs and coastline, and of course our Navy 
providing security to our shores. A healthy maritime industry is absolutely vital to Australia, 
but something that is largely taken for granted. 
 
Today, there are more than 50,000 ocean going vessels moving fuel, raw materials, 
container cargo and people around the world.  The maritime industry is making the world 
tick.   
 
This year the theme for World Maritime Day is "Sustainable Development: IMO's 
contribution beyond Rio+20."  In his World Maritime Day message, the Secretary-General 
of the International Maritime Organization, Mr. Koji Sekimizu stated, “As the world's only 
really reliable, global, cost-effective and energy-efficient mass transportation method for 
energy, materials, foods and industrial products, maritime transport is central to 
sustainable development. And the maritime transportation system itself must, therefore, 
ensure that its development is also sustainable.”   

 

 



“On 21 June we celebrated World Hydrography Day, recognising the contribution of 
hydrography to making shipping and sea trade safer and more efficient, on 25 June we 
celebrated the International Day of the Seafarer, acknowledging the people that make the 
maritime sector work, so today’s World Maritime Day brings it all together and completes 
the trifecta,” Rod Nairn said. “Ships are amazingly efficient at carrying large volumes over 
long distances, World Maritime Day is a timely reminder that we should consider ways we 
can utilise sea freight to reduce the global impact of pollution from less efficient forms of 
transport.” 

 

Editor’s note: 
 
For additional information please contact Rod Nairn, chief executive officer on 0449 902 
457. 
 
Shipping Australia is a peak national shipping association comprising 34 member shipping 
lines and shipping agents that would be involved with over 70% of Australia’s container and 
car trade, over 60% of our break bulk and bulk trades, and significant cruise ship and tug 
operations. 

 


