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For Immediate Release 

 
Budget fine print highlights Government double dipping over shipping levy 
 
Hidden in the fine print of Tuesday’s budget papers is the admission the Government has 
reneged on its promise that the special purpose levy to recover the additional costs relating 
to the Pacific Adventurer old spill clean-up would cease when the costs were recovered. 
 
Minister Albanese’s press release of 19th February 2010 declared that “the Government will 
temporarily increase the Protection of the Sea Levy" and goes on to specify "until the clean-
up costs have been met”.   
 
The Government has already over-collected between $2-3 million according to industry 
estimates.   Shipping Australia has actively engaged with Government over this matter and 
offered an innovative solution that would provide working capital for immediate pollution 
response without prolonging the levy.  Disappointingly, the Government has not responded to 
our suggestion and instead their 2013 budget papers highlight another Government broken 
promise.  
 
 “The Government will retain the Protection of the Sea Levy (PSL) at its current rate of 14.25 
cents per net registered tonne for defined vessels to establish a $10.0 million pollution 
response reserve which will enable the Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) to 
respond quickly to pollution incidents at sea”. (Budget Paper No. 2 p. 17) 
 
“How can the shipping industry have any faith in the Commonwealth Government keeping 
their word?  Shipping Australia Limited Chairman, Mr Ken Fitzpatrick said.  “The Government 
seems to see the shipping industry as the golden goose that they can just keep on squeezing 
but the reality is that every additional tax imposed on shipping makes Australian exports less 
competitive and weakens our economy.” 
 
Editor’s note: 
 
For additional information please contact Rod Nairn, Acting Chief Executive Officer on 0449 
902 457 or Ken Fitzpatrick, Chairman on 0412 226 930. 
 
Shipping Australia is a peak national shipping association comprising 35 member shipping 
lines and shipping agents that would be involved with over 70% of Australia’s container and 
car trade, over 60% of our break bulk and bulk trades and significant cruise ship and tug 
operations. 

 


