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Shipping Australia supports studies into ship emissions in the Australian region 
 
“The CSIRO/Australian Maritime College just released a study into ship emissions in the Australian 
region is a welcome focus on the environmental credentials of shipping but it has overstated, in our 
view, the possible level of emissions”, Llew Russell, Chief Executive Officer of Shipping Australia said 
today. 

 
“The study fails to mention that shipping is the most environmentally friendly form of transport on a 
volume basis and accounts for around 2.7% of worldwide carbon emissions. 
 
“A container vessel of just under 9,000 twenty-foot container equivalent capacity, for example, would 
account for just 45 grams of C02 per kilometre compared to a truck, 900 grams and an aircraft 7,000 
grams*”, he said. 
 
Many members of SAL have already incorporated the International Maritime Organisation Energy 
Efficiency Design Index into their new building designs and adopted the agreed Ship Energy Efficiency 
Management Plan prior to its mandatory implementation next year. 
 
“These measures will lead to a 20% reduction in C02 output by 2020 and along with other measures 
will lead to a 50% reduction in C02 by 2030. 
 
“SAL appreciates that the focus of the study is on anthropogenic nitrogen oxide emissions and oxides 
of sulphur emissions but it does not mention the agreement within the International Maritime 
Organisation for the international shipping community to reduce these emissions in terms of the 
future mandatory reduction of sulphur in fuels. 
 
“Vessels are slowing down but was this incorporated into the study? Slower steaming can enable fuel 
consumption savings of up to 50% on longer routes which has a direct effect on the corresponding 
emissions of C02, as well as sulphur and nitrogen oxides.* 
 
“It is noted that the only vessel actually used to measure ship exhaust emissions was the coastal 
cement carrier MV Goliath.  This was a good start.   
 
“However, it is unfortunate that other types of vessels with different technologies, different operating 
and speed patterns and with different environmental footprints were also not used to measure their 
exhaust emissions”, Mr Russell said. 
 
SAL believes that this study will provoke debate about what ships are doing to be environmentally 
sustainable. 

 



 
“It would be beneficial if the study could be expanded to include some of the issues raised above and 
examine likely developments in the near to medium future that will have a major impact on ship 
emissions”, he concluded. 
 
*Source:  Hapag-Lloyd’s newly published environmental brochure “Driven by responsibility” 
http://www.hapag-lloyd.com/en/about_us/environment_overview.html 

 
 
Editor’s note: 
 
For additional information please contact Llew Russell, Chief Executive Officer on 0414 958 247. 

 
Shipping Australia is a peak national shipping association comprising 35 member shipping 
lines and shipping agents that would be involved with over 70% of Australia’s container and 
car trades and over 60% of our break bulk and bulk trades. 
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