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Shipping Australia Celebrates International Day of the Seafarer 

“The members of Shipping Australia welcome the world’s celebration today of the 
International Day of the Seafarer because very few of us realise how important the significant 
contribution of the Seafarers are to our everyday life”, Mr Llew Russell, Chief Executive 
Officer of Shipping Australia said today. 

 
“The world’s approximately 1.2 million seafarers undertake arduous tasks in a very lonely 
existence very far from home to ensure that many of us can enjoy the fruits of their labours in 
terms of our standard of living.   
 
 “Severe weather conditions, very long periods away from family and home, dangerous 
waters with threats of piracy attack, and a lack of recognition of their efforts are the lot of the 
international seafarer. 
 
“We should also spare a thought for all those held captive by pirates and for the anxious wait 
and concern that the families have for the welfare of the captives”, he said. 
 
Mr Russell pointed out that it would be difficult to imagine what the world would be like if we 
didn’t have this selfless willingness of so many to contribute to our wellbeing and their 
unremitting desire to carry out such arduous tasks with very little thanks.   
 
It is also appropriate in this context to recognise the very significant contribution to their 
welfare that is made in many countries by missions to seamen or similar organisations and 
this is especially the case in Australia.  It is appropriate on this day to reflect on how these 
charities try so hard to make the lot of the international seafarer a little less arduous. 
 
“Shipping Australia members have distributed material produced by the Rotary Club of 
Melbourne South and the International Committee on Seafarers Welfare regarding 
recognition of depression amongst seafarers and assistance with a 24/7 helpline in Australia.  
The data on suicide has proved that the mental health of seafarers in many cases continues to 
be very poor and often fatal.  That project was assisted in a large measure by a $5,000 grant 
from the Australian Mariners Welfare Society.  The booklets for masters on the mental health 
of seafarers are printed in English, Chinese, Russian and Tagalog.   
 
 
 

 



 
 
“The implementation of the Maritime Labour Convention when it enters into force in 
Australia will also go a long way to assisting the future welfare of our international seafarers 
and that is most welcome.   
 
“Shipping Australia urges all Australians to pause for a minute or two today to reflect on the 
magnificent contribution that international seafarers make to our welfare”, he said.   
 
Editor’s note: 
 
For additional information please contact Llew Russell, CEO on 0414 958 247.   

 

Shipping Australia is a peak national shipping association comprising 38 member shipping 
lines and shipping agents that will be involved with over 80% of Australia’s container and car 
trades and over 60% of our break bulk and bulk trades. 

 
 


